
M E M O R A N D U M

“Sing to the Lord a New Song!”
2019 Grand Canyon Synod Assembly (Mesa, AZ, June 14 – June 15, 2019)

FROM: Rev. Stephen Springer, Chair, Reference and Counsel Committee
RE: 2019 SYNOD ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS are due by FRIDAY, APRIL 26, 2019

Dear Friends:

In preparation for our 2019 Grand Canyon Synod Assembly, the Reference & Counsel
Committee must receive all resolutions and memorials by Friday, April 26, 2019.  

The Reference & Counsel (R&C) Committee proofreads the resolutions, and may suggest
corrections or editing to those who have made the submissions.  The Committee must also
resolve redundant or contradictory resolutions, if they are submitted.  The R&C Committee will
electronically publish its report with the resolutions on the synod website on May 14, 2019. 
The purpose of these deadlines is to give every voting member adequate time and information
to prepare for the assembly.

The Secretary of the ELCA, Wm. Chris Boerger, advises that the R&C Committee must “at least”
examine the following questions and factors:

(1) Is the proposed memorial or resolution timely (i.e., was it submitted before the
deadline)?
(2) Is the proposed memorial or resolution consistent with the governing documents of
this church?
(3) Is the proposed memorial or resolution germane to issues on the agenda?
(4) Does the proposed memorial or resolution address a priority, ministry, or concern of
this synod and this church?
(5) Does the proposed memorial or resolution have budgetary implications, and, if so,
how will they be addressed?
(6) Is the proposed memorial or resolution clearly drafted?
(7) Do the "resolved" clauses clearly define the proposed course of action?
(8) If the proposed memorial or resolution contains "whereas" clauses, do they explain
the proposed action and are they accurate and non-argumentative?
(9) Are the proposed actions feasible and appropriate for the Synod Assembly, Church
Council, Churchwide Assembly, or the unit or office that will be addressed?
(10) Are there other memorials or resolutions that address the same or similar issues? 
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Any resolution that adds additional expenses to the Mission Plan of the Grand Canyon Synod
must specify how the additional income (or reduction in other expenses) will be procured.  The
R&C Committee will seek and present advisory information to the assembly from the Synod
Council, regarding the impact of any expenses.

Memorials addressed to the 2019 Churchwide Assembly require particular care with language
and parliamentary procedure.  

I strongly encourage you to contact me directly, and early, if you are seeking to submit a
resolution.  Our committee can help you find the right language and the right approach for your
purpose.  It is better and easier to make corrections before you ask multiple sponsors to join
your resolution.  In addition to composing and editing your resolution, we can explain the rules
and process to you, helping you know what to expect at the assembly. 

Sincerely yours,

Stephen Springer
Pastor, Dove of Peace Lutheran Church (Tucson, Arizona)
sas@sspringer.com                 
office: 520-887-5127   
mobile/text:    520-820-7840 
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RESOLUTION GUIDELINES, SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS, AND SAMPLE

(1) In Parliamentary Procedure, A RESOLUTION is simply a motion, put into writing.  Like any motion, it

must adhere to Robert's Rules of Order AND to the rules of the Assembly.  It must be worded correctly,

presented correctly, and offered transparently to all the voting members of the Synod Assembly.  The

Reference & Counsel Committee assists sponsors and the Assembly with the presentation of these

written motions in an orderly, fair, and understandable manner. 

(2) If you are preparing to submit a resolution, you must understand the difference between a regular

resolution, which is specific and binding in this synod, and a MEMORIAL, which is a non-binding

suggestion forwarded to a churchwide assembly of the ELCA.  The Reference & Counsel Committee can

help you to discern which is the right approach for your purposes; if you present an idea in the wrong

format, it may be ruled out of order by the Assembly, regardless of its merit or content.

(3) Written resolutions often include a "preamble," although they are not required to do so.  The

"preamble" consists of the WHEREAS clauses which must make a succinct case in an accurate and factual

manner.  The actual substance of the resolution is contained in the RESOLVED clauses.  And technically,

the resolution consists ONLY of the RESOLVED clauses.  If you choose to make unnecessary, lengthy, or

inflammatory statements in the preamble, the Assembly may rule your resolution out of order, which

eliminates any debate or vote.

(4) Resolutions must use BIAS-FREE language when referring to racial, ethnic, and national groups; age;

sex and gender; and diseases and disabilities.  In addition, resolutions must refer to church bodies in

precise language.  A "congregation council" is not the same as the "church council," and the "national

church" is not the same as the "churchwide organization."  The Reference & Counsel Committee can

help you make certain that your resolution does not stall or fail due to its vocabulary.

Directions and Deadline for Submissions:
For fair processing and consideration, resolutions must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 26,

2019.

Since resolutions are often edited (in cooperation with their sponsors), and are numbered and titled for

distribution to the voting members, electronic submissions as an RTF or DOC file are appreciated.

PREFERRED:    Email as an attachment to sas@sspringer.com

OR:   Fax to Dove of Peace Lutheran Church    520-887-5512

OR:  Mail by postal service to 

Rev. Stephen A. Springer, Dove of Peace Lutheran Church,  

665 West Roller Coaster Road  Tucson, Arizona 85704-3817

The receipt of your resolution will be confirmed by email or phone.

For questions and other assistance, contact Rev. Stephen A. Springer, 520-887-5127; 

sas@sspringer.com

LATE RESOLUTIONS.  Resolutions submitted at the last minute are inherently unfair to those who

submit resolutions in a timely way, and are unfair to voting members of the assembly, who deserve

the opportunity to study resolutions prior to the assembly.  Ocassionally, events and needs change on

the eve of the assembly, and the Reference & Counsel Committee will do its best to expedite

legitimate, urgent busines on behalf of the assembly.  Otherwise, any sponsor of a late resolution is

expected to provide a written statement explaining why the resolution in question in tardy, and why

it deserves special treatement by the assembly.
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SAMPLE RESOLUTION

The TITLE is required.  The SPONSOR(S) is/are the individual(s) and/or group(s) that are making
the motion, and are required.  The PRIMARY CONTACT and the CONTACT AT THE ASSEMBLY
are often the same person, for communication purposes only, and are not technically part of
the resolution.  The DATE will be the date that the resolution is received by Steve Springer, the
chair of the Reference & Counsel Committee.  The Committee and Synod Secretary will assign
reference numbers to resolutions; those reference numbers do not imply that the resolutions
will be presented in the order received.  In the event that a resolution is passed, the Secretary
will update the resolution with that information, and forward it to any appropriate body.  All
resolutions, whether passed or not, are entered into the minutes of the Assembly at the time
that the Reference & Counsel Committee presents them.

TITLE: “Discourage Lutefisk Dinners”

SPONSOR(S): The Congregation Council of Bedrock Lutheran Church, Bedrock, NV
Lucy McGillicuddy, voting member of the Assembly 

(St. Stephen Lutheran Church, Flagstaff, AZ)
Pastor Chivas Regal, retired, Green Valley, AZ
Pastor Anita Napp, Harrah’s Lutheran Church, Las Vegas, NV

PRIMARY
CONTACT: Pastor Chivas Regal, 520-555-8321; chivas@gmail.com

CONTACT AT
THE ASSEMBLY: Lucy McGillicuddy, cell phone: 928-555-4288; texting okay.

DATE: April 10, 2019

WHEREAS, many members of the Grand Canyon Synod were forced to eat lutefisk as
children, and some still experience psychological trauma in adulthood; and

WHEREAS, our congregations ought to reflect the rich cultural and culinary heritage of the
Southwest; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the sense of this assembly is that lutefisk is gooey and gross, and suitable
only for repelling rodents; and be it further

RESOLVED, that congregations in Arizona and Utah be encouraged to abandon lutefisk
dinners in favor of more culturally relevant fellowship events, such as “Build your own
burrito night”; and be it further

RESOLVED, that Nevada congregation be encouraged to abandon lutefisk dinners in favor of
more culturally relevant fellowship events, such as all-you-can-eat buffet nights with crab
legs, shrimp, and prime rib.
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