
2019 Grand Canyon Synod Assembly 

Report of the Global Engagement Team
Members: Pastor Karn Carroll (chair), Michelle Cegon, Audrey Cox, Julie Gerrish, Berkely 
Harris, Melody Hensley, Cheryl Jones, George Kaiser, Beatriz Lopez, Art Schenkel, Jim 
Skaggs, Donna Skaggs, Kismet Weiss.

Purpose
Global Engagement for the Grand Canyon Synod exists to encourage and foster increased 
engagement within our congregations with three foci:

1. Our Companion Synod relationship with L’Eglise 
Luthérienne du Sénégal.
2. Participation in and awareness of ELCA World 
Hunger.
3. Support of Young Adults in Global Mission, both 
local participants and those serving in companion 
synod regions.

In order to accomplish our goals we networks within our synod, connect with churchwide, 
write articles for the synod newsletter, and offer a Global Engagement website.

Companion Synod: L’Eglise Luthérienne du Sénégal 
• In January 2019, five guests from the 

L’Eglise Luthérienne du Sénégal arrived in 
Phoenix for the first part of the Young Adult 
Exchange. Pierre Thiao, Helene Diouf, Jean 
Emile Faye, Sophie Fay and Jacques Ndong 
had a wonderful time visiting congregations, 
spending time with young adults at ASU and 
U of A, and experiencing snow for the first 
time! (note: Young Adult in Senegal means 
anyone age 18-30 or so). This summer a 
team of young adults will be heading to 
Senegal.

•Julie, Berkley, and Karn gave a presentation about 
YAGM at the GCS WELCA Convention in November 
and Michelle staffed a display table.
•The Rev. Kristin Engstrom continues to serve in 
Senegal as the YAGM in-country coordinator.
•YAGMs serving in Senegal 2018-2019 include 
Rachel, Maddie, Andrew, Hannah, Zeb, and Rachel. 



ELCA World Hunger
• Many congregations in the GCS support 

ELCA World Hunger in various ways. If you 
participated in the ELCA Good Gifts 
program, you may have purchased a cow. If 
so, one of the dairy programs supported by 
ELCA World Hunger and your good gifts is 
in Senegal!

• Speaking of Good Gifts, in 2018 giving 
surpassed the $6 million mark (up from 
$5.724M and $5.471M in 2017 and 2016, 
respectively).

• In our synod 56 congregations gave a total of $168,597. Gifts from individuals and 
directed through the synod totaled $309,764. That’s right, people in our synod gave 
almost half a million dollars towards ELCA World Hunger projects.

• From health clinics to microloans, water wells to animal husbandry, community meals to 
advocacy, your gifts to ELCA World Hunger make it possible for the ELCA to take action 

for the 11% of the world population that is hungry. Thank you 
for supporting sustainable solutions that get at the root causes 
of hunger and poverty.
•ELCA World Hunger is present throughout the United States 
and throughout the world. In 2018, we are supporting projects 
in 43 U.S. states and territories, as well as in 62 countries, 
including the United States.

How can you more deeply engage your congregation global ministries?

1. Offer ELCA Good Gifts during Advent as an alternative giving opportunity.
2. Share excerpts from YAGM blogs ion your newsletter or website. Their blogs can 

be found at www.yagmsenegal.wixsite.com/blog/about.
3. Host a Global Mission Sunday. Invite a former YAGM or Missionary to preach and 

sing songs from around the world. Look on the ELCA website for materials.
4. Invite someone to speak at your adult forum, Pub Theology, Youth Group night, or 

even preach!  A list of people willing and able to speak to groups or facilitate 
conversation about various global engagement topics is available through this team.

5. Show an ELCA World Hunger video in worship. Then put the link to ELCA World 
Hunger or the GCS Global Engagement websites on your church website to encourage 
people to learn more.

6. Add YAGM or Missionary sponsorship to your budget. Then list a YAGM serving in 
Senegal or Pastor Kristin Engstrom among your staff and pray regularly for them.

Website
For more information about Global Engagement in and around the Grand Canyon Synod, 
please go online to www.gcsglobalengagement.info. There is also a link to the website via 
the Grand Canyon Synod website www.gcsynodelca.org. If you have exciting things to 
share that are going on in your congregation or are interested in joining this amazing 
ministry team, please email Pastor Karn S. Carroll (pastorkarn@oslconline.org). 
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