
ANNUAL REPORT TO GRAND CANYON SYNOD 

LUTHERAN ENGAGEMENT & ADVOCACY IN NEVADA 

 

Lutheran Engagement and Advocacy in Nevada (LEAN) is the ELCA's office of public policy for 

Nevada.  LEAN began in the early 1990's, with the sponsorship of ELCA Churchwide, Grand Canyon 

Synod, and Sierra Pacific Synod.  For nearly twenty years, LEAN has worked to educate parishioners 

and legislators about social issues, encouraging them to view these issues in light of Scripture.  LEAN's 

positions on issues are always derived from the ELCA Social Statements and other church teachings. 

 

LEAN hired a new Advocate in late 2018, William (Bill) Ledford.  He has visited several congregations 

in Southern Nevada, and is anxious to visit more when the current legislative session ends.  Nevada's 

Legislature meets for only 120 days in odd-numbered years, so Bill is busy meeting with Senators and 

Assembly members and doing his best to keep up with the nearly 1300 bills proposed.  The session 

ends June 3rd.   

 

We are very pleased that Pastor John Biggs of Saved by Grace Lutheran Church in Pahrump has joined 

the LEAN Policy Board.  He joins Pastor Diane Drach-Meinel of Christ the Servant in Las Vegas, and 

longtime lay board member Ed Cotton. LEAN is constituted to have equal representation from Grand 

Canyon and Sierra Pacific Synods. LEAN hopes to add two more Southern Nevada representatives in 

the coming months.   

 

In August 2018, LEAN sponsored an educational event that is hosted by the Nevada State Senate.  

ULegislate is a role-playing experience in the Senate chambers in which the participants debate actual 

bills that went through in the previous session.  Through ULegislate, LEAN reached some parishioners 

who were not otherwise acquainted with the Legislature or how LEAN does advocacy. 

 

In December and into January, LEAN had a fund raising drive called Pencils for Pupils.  We sought 

donations, which were matched by LEAN, to purchase school supplies for low-income schools.  At 

mid-term, many students have used all available supplies, and this is the time many teachers dip into 

their own pockets. 

 

The high point of this year's legislative session was for us a visit from Bishop Deborah Hutterer.  She 

gave the invocations to begin floor sessions in the Senate and Assembly on February 7th.   Afterward, 

she visited with several Southern Nevada legislators, and spoke at a luncheon gathering hosted by 

LEAN.  Bishop Hutterer's remarks are on the LEAN website, www.leanforjustice.org. 

 

The Bishop spoke from personal experience about the need for affordable health care.  She endorsed 

LEAN's efforts to pass two bills designed to rein in "payday lenders."  These predatory businesses can 

trap people into an endless cycle of debt at up to 200%. 

 

LEAN is also advocating for an increase in the minimum wage, currently $8.25 per hour, and for 

measures to create more affordable housing.  Criminal justice reform, especially with regard to sexual 

assault and abuse of children are high on LEAN's agenda as well.   

 

LEAN's priorities line up with three of the ELCA  Advocacy Policy Priorities as published on February 

6, 2019:  Affordable housing, criminal justice reform, and healthcare. 

 

 

 

http://www.leanforjustice.org/

