
A SYMPHONY OF LOVE 
Sing To The Lord A New Song 

Snapshot of our ministry together 

In 1517, Martin Luther set out to reform the Roman Catholic Church 
and laid out his reform proposals in ninety-five theses. But he didn’t 
just lay the groundwork for the Protestant movement. He also created 
a new approach of  service. Because we are saved by grace we are 
free to care for one another. 

This heritage of  service to the orphan, widow, and stranger is part of  
who we are as people of  faith. As Lutherans in the Grand Canyon 
Synod. This last year, your commitment to this heritage has created a 
symphony of  love. 

Can you hear the new song your gifts have made? Little girls giggling 
when they arrive in the United States? The sigh of  a neighbor in 
homelessness, when he lays down his head for a safe nights sleep? 

The chatter of  an older adult with her caregiver, enjoying 
companionship and care?  

Fear, surprise, awe, desire, relief.  

Thank you for showing God’s grace to neighbors in need 
with Lutheran Social Services of  the Southwest. You are a 
beautiful reminder of  God’s care and concern for others.  



A Song of  Thanks 
LSS-SW foster homes provide hope, love, and 
stability for more than 100 children every month, 
and with an all-time high of 92 licensed foster 
homes in November 2018 we have been able to 
serve even more children in need. But we can’t do 
this alone! Last year LSS-SW collected over 80 
comfort kits and more than 100 gifts and toys for 
foster children, and a new partnership with Grace 
Lutheran Church offered 5 opportunities for 
respite-days when foster parents dropped off their 
children and enjoyed some free time. In the words 
of one foster mom, “I get asked all the time ‘how 
do you do it?’” Besides lots of prayer, I always reply, “I don’t do it 
alone, I have family. Lutheran Social Services staff, with their 
volunteers and donors, they are that family.” 

 

 

A Song of  Safety: 

Your support is the soft melody of individuals laying down 
their head for a safe night’s sleep. Your support of the 
Interfaith Homeless Emergency Lodging Program (I-HELP) 
sheltered 378 individuals in 2018 providing safe shelter 
through the harsh summer heat and cold winter 
nights.  More than just safe shelter, you provided individuals 
experiencing homelessness the tools they need to move 
from crisis to stability. Surrounded by your prayers and with 
the help of their case manager, 123 individuals found 
employment and 85 individuals moved into safe and stable 
housing through I-HELP. As a person in homelessness lays 
down their head for a safe night sleep, stomach filled with a 
warm meal, comforted by the kind words of volunteers, and 
the supportive guidance of their case manager, it is YOU 
they are thanking God for.  



A Song of  Welcome 

“All are Welcome”: A hymn by Marty 
Haugen, and a lifestyle for LSS-SW Refugee 
& Immigration Services staff and 
volunteers.  

Since July 2018, over 183 refugees have 
been resettled in Arizona by LSS-SW, 

and over 600 people have received 
assistance with immigration 
applications. You have supported 
citizenship classes, Women’s 
Empowerment programs, and 
after school tutoring for refugee 

youth. Your prayerful support of our newest neighbors 
has allowed hundreds of people to become stable in 

finding employment, enrolling in school, receiving essential 
medical care, and truly becoming part of our community. Thank 
you for showing that “all are welcome in this place.” 

A Song of  Love 

You provided cozy pajamas to older adults, 
helping them drift off to sleep with a song of 
love in their heart. We had a huge goal this 
Christmas – to collect 800 pairs of pajamas for 
our Aging & Disability clients.  With your help, we surpassed 
this goal with flying colors by gathering over 1,200 
pairs!  Because of supporters like you, each one of our older 
adults got the chance to unwrap a Christmas present.  For 
some, this was the only gift they received.  Each day of the 
year, our dedicated direct care workers visit and provide 
services such as meals, personal care, and grocery 
shopping to those in our program, actively 
preventing seniors and individuals with 
disabilities from experiencing isolation, 
loneliness, and health risks, and allowing them 
to safely remain in their home. 


