
 

Ministerial Excellence Fund 

For more info on MEF: 
Contact Molly Gary 
Program Manager  
marykgary@gmail.com  
480-737-3802 (M) 

Generosity in partnership with Lilly Endowment Inc. 
and the Grand Canyon Synod 

It’s for YOU 
“When my husband's job was downsized, 
the MEF grant helped me to pay off one of 
my student loans, easing some of the 
financial pressure. The team member 
assigned to work with me was very helpful 
and understanding. The kindness and 
understanding shown to me by the 
committee members is deeply 
appreciated.” 

“I was encouraged to apply … when I 
shared that we were struggling with 
significant medical debt. My congregation 
was quick to find the $1000 matching 
donation that resulted in receiving a $2000 
grant from Lilly. The whole process felt 
very supportive from the synod, my 
congregation and from Lilly.” 

“Even though I am able to pay student 
loans in a timely manner, the Lilly Grant 
provided a portion to be paid back 3 years 
sooner, alleviating interest. But mostly, the 
Lilly Grant kept me in school and moving 
toward finishing my thesis, which I had full 
intentions of not finishing.” 

“Medical costs had added to the cost of a 
divorce and I found myself under water. I 
had forgone needed tests to cut down on 
co-insurance, having met my deductible. 
The modest grant helped me start fresh 
and begin putting away a bit of money 
each month. I am grateful for the grace in 
this opportunity and healing well. Thank 
you 3E. You've made a difference in my 
physical and financial health.“ 

 

 

 



 

To inquire: 
http://www.gcsynod.org/
mef-inquiry-form 

This is for YOU!  Educate, Equip, Enact  
3E is a grant all rostered ministers and  

candidates can participate in.   

The Ministerial Excellence Fund is a sign of the partnership we share in ministry in the Grand Canyon Synod.  Funds have 
been contributed by generous congregations and individuals who understand that we share a common purpose, and that 
lifting the welfare of one lifts the welfare of all.  Ministerial Excellence Fund grants help rostered ministers and candidates 
develop stronger financial literacy & management skills and provide direct aid to help reduce or eliminate crippling debt. 
This fund focuses on education debt relief, medical debt relief, and aids in dire circumstances. Leaders relieved of financial 
hardship increase their capacity and joy for healthy ministry. Learn more at www.gcsynod.org/ministerial-excellence-fund. 

 


