
Misconceptions About Asylum Seekers 

 

1.  Asylum seekers at the southern border all come from Latin America. 

Reality: The southern border has seen immigrants from such 

countries as India, Russia, among others. 

 

2.  Asylum-seekers being let in include gang members, criminals, and 

drug traffickers. 

Applicants for asylum are vetted and anyone with a criminal record or 
gang affiliation is deported.  Only the applicants with clean criminal 

records, proper identification documents and who express a credible 

threat to their lives if they return to their country of origin are given 
continuance status. 

 

3.  The current asylum seekers are part of the wave of illegal 
immigration into this country. 

The people who are turning themselves in at a port of entry, are given 

a number which establishes an appointment to be interviewed by port 
authorities.  Approximately 90% of these applicants are given 

continuance status and permission to travel to a sponsor, usually a 

family member or friend, and are called to an Immigration Court 
appearance at the location where they are headed.  These people are 

entering our country legally and are doing things the right way.  They 

are not illegal immigrants.  These people wait for their interviews in 
Mexico. 

 

4.  Anyone crossing the border is being given asylum. 

Approximately 95% of people who enter our country illegally are 

being deported with only 5% continuing the process.  If they cross 

illegally, they are already committing a felony and thus do not have a 
clean criminal record.      



 

 
5. Asylum seekers are bringing in diseases from their countries of origin. 

The immunization rates in the countries of origin are actually higher 

than in Arizona.  Immunization is not optional in many of these 
countries.  For example, the immunization rate in Arizona for 

communicable diseases is 93.4% compared to Guatemala whose rate 

of immunization is between 95-98%. 

 

6.  The U.S. government is paying for asylum seekers travel within the 

United States. 

Family members or friends who come forward as sponsors are paying 

for the asylum seekers travel to their destinations. 

 

7.  Many Mexicans are seeking asylum just to get into the U.S. 

The vast majority of applicants come from Guatemala, Honduras, El 

Salvador, and Nicaragua.  The applicants that are Mexican are from 
the southern region such as the states of Guerrero and Chiapas.   


