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“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 
plans for your welfare and not for harm, 

to give you a future with hope. 
(Jeremiah 29:11) 

 
These words of encouragement and hope have often come back to me in these many 
months through which I have been privileged to serve Bishop Hutterer and the 
Grand Canyon Synod in the specific areas of mobility for rostered staff and 
leadership development. 
 
Again and again, I have been inspired by the patient, detailed, and discerning work 
of those elected to serve on congregation councils and call committees.  I have been 
heartened by the courage and trust exhibited by pastors as they’ve been discerning 
the Spirit’s unfolding of new paths of service.  I have been buoyed as congregational 
leaders have engaged leaders of other congregations for the purpose of exploring – 
and even collaborating toward - new models of becoming “Church Together.”  And, I 
have been moved as my GCS colleagues have so tenderly and prayerfully regarded 
the unique skills and passions of rostered staff who might be open to the Spirit’s 
urging toward a new call. 
 
Through the past many months, my learning curve has been steep.  Previous 
experiences in parish ministry, chaplaincy, global missions, network development 
(for Lutheran Services in America), and interim ministry in several highly conflicted 
congregations have been drawn upon as I have worked with pastors, members of 
call committees, and church councils.   
 
A particular interest of mine is to develop a Interim Pastors’ Network.  Collegial 
relationships designed for the purposes of support, shared learning, and developing 
best practices can bring real benefit to pastors and the congregations they serve.  
Surely, the transitions from one pastoral leader to another can be fertile holy 
ground, through which leaders walk together, discerning God’s plan, and the Spirit’s 
gift of “a future with hope.” 
 
I regret that I am unable to attend this year’s Synod Assembly.  If there is any way I 
can be engaged in your congregation’s discernment of God’s new plans, don’t 
hesitate to contact me at  mHolman@gcsynod.org, or by phone at 612-214-0392.   
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