
The Sixteenth Annual 

Grand Canyon Synod Retirees’ Retreat 
Pastors, Deacons, Spouses, Widows, and Widowers 

Monday-Wednesday, November 4-6, 2019 
Spirit in the Desert Retreat and Conference Center 

Carefree, Arizona 
www.spiritinthedesert.org 

 

“AWAKENING. . .STILL: Key Questions for Kingdom Living” 

 

Dear Retiree: 
 
Your Retreat Planning Team is enthusiastically preparing another memorable retreat at Spirit in the 
Desert—a time for fellowship, relaxation, worship and learning in a pleasant desert setting!  In 
continuity with the past two years, we have scheduled our coming event as a two-night retreat.  
 
Presenter and Retreat Leaders 
We are delighted that Fr. Greg Adolf, Rector of St. Andrew the Apostle Parish in Sierra Vista, AZ, has 
accepted our invitation to be the 2019 Presenter! (Please see the back page for information about 
Greg.) Chaplain will again be the Rev. Steve Holm, a well-known retired parish pastor who continues 
to write a daily devotional for Spirit in the Desert’s website.  We are also privileged that our new 
Bishop, the Rev. Deborah Hutterer, and part-time synod staff member, the Rev. Mark Holman, will 
be with us!   
  
Housing and Schedule    
We will be using Spirit in The Desert Retreat Center and The Tumbleweed Hotel in Cave Creek (three 
miles away) for housing, with all meals being at Spirit in The Desert.  Check-in will begin on Monday, 
November 4th, 1:00 PM, with retreat programming starting mid-afternoon, concluding with lunch on 
Wednesday.  Rooms at Spirit in the Desert will be assigned on a first come-first served basis.  The 
actual schedule will be part of an information packet sent to Registrants prior to the retreat.   
 
Small Groups 
“Awakening Groups” is a new addition this year! Retreaters will be able to choose from a variety of 
activities and discussion topics taking place throughout the retreat. (Registrants will receive the list in 
early September to select their choices.) Generous amounts of time for leisure and fellowship around 
wine and cheese will be available! 
 
FYI ALERT! Consider taking time before or after the Retreat to explore Carefree and to shop the 
famous stores of Cave Creek—just a few miles to the west! 
 

The Synod Retirees’ Retreat Team looks forward to your presence! 
Helen & Les Hoffman; Jan Fosen; Shirley Schneider;  

Sue & Joel Bjerkestrand; Ted & JoAnn Swanson; Jane & Dan Hodgson; 
Sheri Brown & Kirk Anderson; Jennifer & Conrad Braaten (Chair) 

http://www.spiritinthedesert.org/


 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
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“AWAKENING. . .STILL: Key Questions for Kingdom Living” 

 

Registration fees, based on actual costs (rooms, meals and program expenses) for two days and two 

nights with six meals, have been reduced by nearly half! This is possible thanks to generous gifts from 

individuals, organizations and Synod congregations. Enjoy a two-day Retreat with a faith/life-

enriching program, fellowship and worship at almost a 50% reduction in costs—an exceptional 

experience as economically as possible! 

 

Please know that because of housing limitations, Registrations will be confirmed on a first-come, 

first-served basis (based on the Registration Postmark) until all 42 reserved rooms are filled.   

 

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL REDUCED FEES until SEPTEMBER 1, 2019 

Double occupancy   $125 per person = $250 for two people 

Single occupancy   $175 for one person 

Commuter  $100 per person 

 

REGULAR FEES (still generously reduced) after SEPTEMBER 1, 2019 

Double occupancy $150 per person = $300 for two people 

Single occupancy $200 for 1 person 

Commuter  $100 per person 

  

Scholarships are available! 

Please make a confidential inquiry about full or partial scholarships to: 

Registrar Jan Fosen: (602-758-0875)  fosen1215@gmail.com 

 
 

HURRY! ADA accessible rooms are limited in number! 
Please check “Special Needs” on your Registration Form. 

 

http://www.spiritinthedesert.org/
mailto:fosen1215@gmail.com


REGISTRATION FORM 
 

The Sixteenth Annual 

Grand Canyon Synod Retirees’ Retreat 
November 4-6, 2019 

 

Please Mail completed Registration Form 
with check payable to: “Synod Retirees’ Retreat”  

Jan Fosen, Registrar 

19758 N Los Altos Way 

Surprise, AZ 85374 
 

Date Sent _____________________               Postmark Date (for Registrar’s use only) _____________________ 

 

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address 1 __________________________________ City _________________________ State ___ Zip _______ 

 

Address 2 __________________________________ City _________________________ State ___ Zip _______

      

Landline ( _____ ) _________________ ; Cell ( _____ ) _________________; Cell ( _____ ) _________________ 

 

Email 1 ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Email 2 ___________________________________________________________ 
  (Please PRINT Carefully☺) 

 

 

I/We require “Special Needs” accommodations: ___________________________________________________ 

 

    Early Bird                         After September 1, 2019 

 

$ ________ Two people in one room at  $125/person = $250  $150/person = $300 

 

$ ________ One person in one room at $175/person = $175  $200/person = $200 

  

$ ________ Single…but willing to share room at $150 = $150 

 

$ ________ Commuter at $100/person = $100 

 

$ ________ TOTAL AMOUNT enclosed by check for my/our registration 

 

Your cancelled check serves as your Registration Confirmation. 

A letter with up-to-date information (directions, housing, etc.) will be sent mid-October. 

Cancellations will be refunded if requested by November 1. 



 

Introducing Fr. Gregory P. Adolf 
2019 Retreat Presenter 

 
 

Fr. Greg Adolf is the pastor of St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic 
Church in Sierra Vista, Arizona. 
 
Born in Cheyenne Wells, Colorado (1948), his family relocated to 
Phoenix, Arizona in the early 1950’s where he grew up. 
 
He graduated from the University of Notre Dame in 1970 and from 
the Lutheran School of Theology-Chicago (LSTC) in 1974.  
 

His father’s family is German Lutheran and his mother’s family, Irish Catholic. So as he 
describes it, his faith journey has always been in the context of “bridge-building” and 
“ecumenism” (before ecumenism was cool)! 
 
Fr. Greg was ordained to the Lutheran ministry (LCA) in 1974 and served as Pastor of 
Dove of Peace, Tucson, as Associate and then Senior Pastor for a total of 15 years. He 
also served as Dean of the Arizona District of the Lutheran Church in America for four 
years. 
 
Following his reception into the Catholic Church in 1989, he did post-graduate study at 
St. Thomas Seminary in Denver. In 1991, he was ordained to the Priesthood for the 
Diocese of Tucson, and has served in his first-assignment, St. Andrew the Apostle 
Parish, since then. 
  
In addition to parish ministry, Fr. Greg is active in retreat ministry. His retreats and 
workshops are grounded in Sacred Scripture and seek to lead participants into a 
deeper experience of prayer and missional service. He has been guest Bible Study 
leader at a variety of events in the Grand Canyon Synod, the Women of the ELCA and 
as Presenter twice before at this Annual Retirees’ Retreat! 


