
Vice President’s Report 

 

With all the changes taking place in the church and the world, this past year has been a 

year of activity and innovation. This is a great time to be engaged, partnering with 

others discovering a new way of being church together.  

The Grand Canyon Synod elected as our 6th Bishop, the Rev. Deborah K. Hutterer, 

succeeding interim bishop the Rev. Dr. Lowell G Allman. Bishop Deborah assumed her 

duties as bishop on September 1, 2018. Special thanks go to Bishop Lowell for his 

steady and faithful leadership as he served as Grand Canyon Synod Interim Bishop. His 

steady hand was much appreciated throughout the entire election cycle. 

I also want to thank Synod Council member Ms. Barbra Carl who so ably served as 

interim Council Vice President during my illness and recovery last fall.  

At the Synod Council’s Annual Retreat, last October, as directed by Resolution MSP SC 

18.06.03, the Synod Council and Conference Deans began the process of visioning what 

the next 3 years of our life together would be. Under the leadership of Bishop Hutterer 

and Consultant the Rev. Dr. Leonard Hoffman, the group met again in December to 

continue the visioning process. The details and results of this process will be discussed 

elsewhere at this assembly. I do want to express my gratitude to all the Synod Council 

Members and Conference Deans for all of the effort they put into this visioning process. 

Every word in the final document was discussed and discussed some more. It was truly 

a collaborative effort and a blessing to watch it all unfold.  

The Synod Council meets four times a year and serves as board of directors of the 

synod. Council responsibilities include recommending program goals, budgets, letters of 

calls, carrying out resolutions of the assembly and performing other functions as set 

forth in the synod constitution, bylaws and delegated by the Assembly.  The Synod 

Council is comprised of 20 members, lay and clergy from all areas of the synod.  This is 

the first year that all newly elected council members will receive a packet of information 

including a position description.  This year, Bishop Hutterer and I are asking all Council 

members past, present and newly elected to read – Canoeing the Mountains, Christian 

Leadership in Uncharted Territory by Tod Bolsinger.  This book will give us a common 

starting point as we tackle the issues before us. 

During February, March and April, all nine Conferences gathered in five location across 

the synod to review and discuss the results of our visioning process and begin a 

conversation on the future of our congregations.  The gatherings were facilitated by a 

Synod Council Member and a pastor. These meetings were also an opportunity for 

individual members to build relationships with neighboring congregations and for the 

synod staff to receive input from members. Thank you to everyone who participated. 



In February I attended ELCA Vitality Training in Las Vegas. The purpose is to be Church 

together through relationship building between the synod office and our congregations, 

between neighboring congregations and within congregations.   

I thank 2019 outgoing council members, Jerry Zaddack, Rev. Mateo Chavez, Wes 

Hewitt, Rev. Jennifer Zahnow, Marissa Metevelis, Mark Myers and Keri Ann Triunfo for 

your dedication, sacrifices and willingness to serve the Grand Canyon Synod. I 

appreciate each of you and wish you well. 

I am looking forward to the many new opportunities and challenges that lay before us 

during these changing times.  By God’s good graces we will work in love and 

cooperation transitioning the Grand Canyon Synod into one church, together. 

 

Paul Gryniewicz 

Vice President, Grand Canyon Synod Council 

  


