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Synod Council Meeting Minutes 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, Tucson, Arizona 

Thursday, September 20, 2019 
 
 

Attendance 

Synod Council members present: Bishop Deborah Hutterer; Vice 
President Mr. Paul Gryniewicz; Treasurer Mr. Erik Rehms; Secretary Rev. 
David Brandfass; Ms. Barbara Carl; Ms. Sue Jensen; Rev. Jeff Kallevig; Ms. 
Beatrice Lopez; Rev. Tina Mills; Ms. Solveig Muus; Rev. Doris Nolan; Ms. 
Lisa Parrish; Ms. Janis Richert; Rev. Daniel Valasakos. 

 
Synod Council members absent: Ms. Nancy Davis; Mr. Jan Loomis; Ms. 
Hannah Manzanares; Ms. Laura Musfeldt; Mr. Bill Thompson; Ms. Janet 
Santiago.  
 
Synod Staff present: Rev. Miguel Gomez-Acosta; Mr. Brian Flatgard; Ms. 
Theresa Thornburgh; Rev. Jacqueline Pagel; Rev. Mark Holmen. 

 
Call to Order 

With a quorum present Mr. Paul Gryniewicz called the meeting to order at 
10:00 A.M. 

 
Welcome and Introductions 

Bishop Deborah Hutterer led a time of welcome and introductions.  
 

Grounded in the Word 

Bishop Deborah Hutterer read from Colossians 3:16, “Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with 
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.” 
 
Looking at this verse from a leadership perspective Bishop Deborah Hutterer 
was reminded of a survey of those who had stepped away from church 
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leadership. These leaders all reported that they had hoped leadership in the 
body of Christ would have deepened their level of spirituality, but the 
experience of church leadership did not, and this was a disappointment.  
 
Bishop Deborah Hutterer suggested that as synod leaders we commit to being 
prayer partners with one another. The council decided to be divided up into 
pairs for the purposes of supporting one another through prayer. 
 

Adoption of Agenda 

Ms. Barbara Carl moved 
MSP1 SC19.09.012 to approve the Synod Council Agenda as presented. 

 

Minutes 

Mr. Paul Gryniewicz moved 
MSP SC 19.09.02 to approve the minutes of the June 13, 2019 Grand 
Canyon Synod Council Meeting as presented. 
 
Updates were requested to the Synod Council roster list. Please review your 
information and any required change should be forwarded to Ms. Theresa 
Thornburgh, Director of Administration and Events. 
 
Work has begun on the gift acceptance policy with a report expected to be 
forthcoming at the December 2019 Synod Council meeting. 
 

Consent Agenda 

The Rev. Jeff Kallevig moved 
MSP SC19.09.03 to adopt the Consent Agenda Items: Bishop Report; 
Director of Evangelical Mission / Bishop’s Associate for 
Congregational Vitality Report; Bishop’s Associate for Candidacy 
and Faith Formation Report; Bishop’s Associate for Mobility and 
Leadership Report; Report of the Vice President; Director of 
Administration and Events Report; Director of Communication 
Report; Grand Canyon Synod Women of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (WELCA) Report, as presented. 
 

  

 
1 MSP = Moved, seconded, passed. Motions that have passed are also indicated in these minutes by 
bold typeface with a highlighted background. 
2 SC = Synod Council; 19= 2019; 09 = September; 01= Sequential numbering of the decisions passed 
by synod council during the month indicated. 



 

Grand Canyon Synod Council Minutes Page  3 

Approval of Roster Changes 

The Rev. David Brandfass moved  
MSP SC19.09.04 to change the ELCA roster status of Rev. Paul E. 
Hansen from On Leave from Call to Retired effective December 1, 
2019. 
 
The Rev. David Brandfass moved 
MSP SC19.09.05 to issue a synodical call to The Rev. Kevin J. Meyer 
to serve at Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest effective 
August 1, 2019. 
 
The Rev. Tina Mills moved 
MSP SC19.09.06 to change the ELCA roster status of The Rev. Cesar 
Abel Arroyo Traverso from active status to disability status effective 
May 26, 2019. 
 

Strategic Discussion and Action 

Treasurer’s Report 

Mr. Erik Rehms presented the Treasurer’s Report through July 31, 2019. The 
report was reviewed by the Synod Council and is attached to these minutes 
as Exhibit 1. 
 
Mr. Erik Rehms noted that we are in transition in the Treasurer’s area. This 
report was written by Mr. Jerry Zaddack, whose term ended on August 31, 
2019. The reports presented are through July 31, 2019. The most significant 
change on the balance sheet is due to the sale of the synod owned property on 
4901 W. Indian School Road, Phoenix, Arizona. In the area of income, 
congregational mission support is nine percent above the budgeted amount.  
 
Bishop Deborah Hutterer reported that the follow up thank you calls to 
congregations for their mission support have been a delight. 
 
The Rev. David Brandfass moved 
MSP SC19.09.07 to approve, as presented, the Treasurer’s Report 
showing synod finances as of July 31, 2019. 
 

Funds and Descriptions 

Mr. Erik Rehms reported on the work done to clarify and consolidate the 
funds that the synod manages for the purpose of supporting the mission of 
the Grand Canyon Synod.  
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The proposed schedule of consolidated funds is attached to these minutes as 
Exhibit 2.  
 
The Rev. David Brandfass moved 
MSP SC19.09.08 to accept the recommendation of the GCS Financial 
Task Force in regard to funds and description of funds. 
 
Iglesia Luterana Vida Nueva 

Ms. Barbara Carl updated the Synod Council on discussions with the 
leadership at Iglesia Luterana Vida Nueva (Vida Nueva), Glendale, AZ on 
improving the relationship with the Grand Canyon Synod. It was clear that 
the Vida Nueva congregation sees the Vida Nueva Fund as designated to 
support their congregation. The congregation was unclear if they were under 
synodical administration, though the time period for that administration 
expired February 28, 2019. 
 
The Rev. David Brandfass moved 
MSP SC19.09.09 to recognize that effective February 28, 2019 that 
Iglesia Luterana Vida Nueva, Glendale, Arizona is no longer under 
synodical administration. 
 
Due to the amount of misunderstanding between Vida Nueva and the GCS, 
Bishop Deborah Hutterer requested that the Synod Council prays for 
continued healing as the Grand Canyon Synod and Vida Nueva move forward 
in a positive way as church together. 

 
Sale of 4901 W. Indian School Road Property 

Following the closure of Concordia Lutheran Church, Phoenix, AZ the 
property Concordia owned at 4901 W Indian School Road became the 
property of the Grand Canyon Synod and has now been sold. Vida Nueva, 
which had temporarily occupied this site through an agreement with the 
synod, has moved to St. John’s Lutheran Church, Glendale, AZ.  
 
The Executive Committee moved 
MSP SC19.09.10 to allocate the funds from the sale of the Grand 
Canyon Synod owned property at 4901 W Indian School Road as 
follows: 1. To tithe ten percent of the amount received from the sale 
to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America; 2. To reserve 
$150,000 for future Lily Grant matching funds, but if not spent 
within three years for the Lily Grant, then move this reserve to a 
fund designated by the Synod Council at that time; and, 3. To 
designate the remaining balance of the 4901 W Indian School Road 
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Fund to the Outreach Fund, thereby closing out the 4901 W Indian 
School Road Fund. 

 
Information 

Synod Council Documents 

The synod staff was thanked for getting the Synod Council agenda materials 
to the Synod Council members well in advance of the meeting. Different 
options for disseminating the materials in an efficient way were discussed. 
 

Update on 2020 Grant Process 

The current process is underway, and documents are available on the GCS 
website.  
 
Congregations in Transition 

Bishop Deborah Hutterer reported on the list of seventeen congregations in 
transition in the GCS. There is one other known congregation that will soon 
be in transition. 
  
Churchwide Assembly Actions 

Bishop Deborah Hutterer gave an overview of the decisions of the 
Churchwide Assembly (CWA) held August 5-10, 2019 in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. Highlights of the CWA included the celebration of fifty years of 
Lutheran women being ordained in the United States, forty years of women 
of color being ordained, and ten years of LGBTQIA+ individuals being able to 
serve freely in the ELCA.  The CWA passed many important resolutions and 
documents including the social statement titled “Faith, Sexism and Justice: 
One in Christ;” a policy statement titled, “A Declaration of Inter-Religious 
Commitment,” and the documented titled “A Strategy Toward Authentic 
Diversity within the ELCA.” 
 
Notably for the GCS, The Rev. Karn S. Carroll was elected to a term on the 
ELCA Church Council. 
 
Mr. Paul Gryniewicz provided an overview of the process that led to the 
declaration of the ELCA as a “Sanctuary Denomination” with discussion held 
on how being a “Sanctuary Denomination” has been received around the 
Grand Canyon Synod. 
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New Business 

Lilly Endowment Grant Proposal 

The Synod Council was informed about a grant application in process with 
the Lilly Endowment. This grant application is being made in collaboration 
the Rocky Mountain and North Carolina Synods. The Grand Canyon Synod 
makes up the third member of the collaboration. This is a matching grant 
application, so if the GCS can raise $150,000 we would receive another 
$150,000 from the Lilly Endowment. One of the most exciting parts of this 
grant is a program titled “Stewardship for All Seasons” (SAS). GCS 
committed that a minimum of 5 congregations would join the first cohort of 
SAS. Bishop Hutterer and Pastor Miguel will recruit and invite participation. 

 
Review of Synod Council Responsibilities 

Bishop Deborah Hutterer reviewed the GCS Constitutional provisions that 
guide the work of the Synod Council. The members and role of the Executive 
Committee were also reviewed. 
 
Evaluation of the Meeting 

Things that went well… Things that could use improvement 

Conversation & Discussion Staff did not receive the Agenda 

Sanctuary Conversation Prepare More with Agenda 

Dispatched much Information Trouble Getting Emails 

Nice to be in a Different Location Tabletop Name Tags 

Streamlined & Organized agenda Awkwardness of Agenda Document 

Open Sharing of Ideas  

Meeting was On Time  

 

Adjournment 

All business being completed, the meeting adjourned at 11:58 a.m. with 
Bishop Deborah Hutterer leading the closing prayer. 
 

Upcoming Meetings 

2019 – 2020  Executive Committee Meetings at the Synod Office 

• November 19, 2019, 1:00-3:00 p.m. (note: change of date) 
• January 21, 2020, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
• May 19, 2020, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
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• August 25, 2020, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
• November 17, 2020, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
• January 26, 2021, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
• May 18, 2021, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

2019 – 2020 Synod Council Meetings 

• December 7, 2019, 9:30 am -3:00 p.m., Desert Cross, Tempe 
• February 22, 2020, 9:30 am – 3:00 p.m., Desert Cross, Tempe 
• June 11, 2020, 12:00 pm – 2:30 pm, Community, Las Vegas 
• September 18-19, 2020 retreat with Deans, location TBD 
• December 5, 2020,  9:30 am -3:00 p.m., Desert Cross, Tempe 
• February 20, 2021, 9:30 am – 3:00 p.m., Desert Cross, Tempe 
• June 10, 2021, Time TBD, Love of Christ, Mesa 

 
2020 Synod Assembly Dates 

• June 11-13, 2020, Community Lutheran, Las Vegas, NV 
• June 10-12, 2021, Love of Christ, Mesa, AZ 

 
Spring Conference Gatherings 

Northeast, Rio Salado, and Fiesta February 8, 2020 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  
Sunrise and Santa Cruz  February 15, 2020 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  
Capital and Cactus   March 21, 2020 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  
Colorado River Conference  March 28, 2020 TBD  
High Country Conference  April 4, 2020  TBD 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. David Brandfass, Secretary 
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